
 

 

 East Woodhay Parish Council 
   

Clerk to the Council: Mrs Amy White, Guilton Ash, Tile Barn, Woolton Hill, Newbury, RG20 9UX 
         
          28th June 2021 
 
Dear Neighbour, 
 
East Woodhay Parish Neighbourhood Plan (2021-2029) 
 
We are endeavouring to write to every household in the Parish to advise that the Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan 
(2021-2029) has been released for public consultation and comment under Regulation 14 of the Localism Act 2011.  In 
accordance with this Regulation the consultation period will run from Monday 28th June 2021 to Monday 9th August 2021 
(6 weeks). 
 
So that’s the formal bit done!  Meantime, we really want your feedback, engagement and in time, your vote on this 
document which is important for us all.  This is about your community and how it looks and evolves over the next few 
years.   
 
Here are some Questions and Answers which you may consider: 
 
What is a Neighbourhood Plan?  
It is a document which shapes where we live by stating the Vision, Objectives and Policies for all future Planning 
Applications in the Parish.  It has been written following consultation with members of the Parish over the last few years 
and is an opportunity to influence what happens next. 
 
Why is the Neighbourhood Plan important? 
It influences development – where new buildings should be placed and what they might look like.  
It seeks to ensure that any new development reflects community needs. 
It helps to maintain the rural character of the Parish and protect Green Space areas. 
It facilitates access to funds for the Parish from developers – funds which can be used for our schools and for projects 
within the Parish e.g. the Parish Field all weather path or new equipment in the playgrounds. 
 
Will it affect future Planning applications? 
Yes, it is a planning document with legal standing. Planning applications will have to take account of the policies contained 
within the Neighbourhood Plan (once it has been approved at referendum).    
 
What happens next?   
The document is available for all to see on the Parish Council website: 
http://www.eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk 
 
Also here are the supporting documents which have helped in the formulation of the Neighbourhood Plan: 

• Evidence Gathering and Community Engagement Document 
• Village Design Statement 
• Community Flyer / Letter raising awareness within the Parish of this document 
• Formal Feedback Form 
• Times and venues for community meetings / Zoom meetings 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group is undertaking Community Consultation to gain further input and to update the 
document. Then it will be subject to formal independent review. 
Finally, every resident will have the opportunity to vote on the document – a formal electoral vote, organised in liaison 
with Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.  This is really important, as the document can only be considered ‘valid’ 
once it has a majority vote of support from the community.  
 
What are the next steps? 
There are set protocols which we have to follow so ....... over the next few weeks (if not already)....we will be: 



 

 

- Writing to all designated interested parties (as advised by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council) across the 
Parish and outside the Parish. 

- Arranging meeting places where we can make information about the Neighbourhood Plan easily available to 
everyone – and where we will be available to answer questions, subject to any Covid-related restrictions.  

- Arranging set times for ‘Zoom’ meetings for anyone who would prefer it. 
- And if you can’t make any of those meetings, we will also try to arrange short, personal consultations if 

necessary.   

Where can I find out more information about the Neighbourhood Plan? 
• The Neighbourhood Plan document is available on the Parish Council website:  

www.eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk 
• A limited number of paper copies will be available via Amy, our Parish Clerk – email her on: clerk@eastwoodhay-

pc.gov.uk 
or telephone her on:   07855 275336 -  but please be aware we are trying to limit our impact on the environment 
by reducing the amount of paper copies produced. 

• Paper copies of the Neighbourhood Plan have also been placed in suitable venues across the Parish for you to see.  
This includes St Martin’s and St Thomas’ churches, East Woodhay Village Hall, Woolton Hill Church Hall – a full list 
of venues can be found on the Parish Council website. 

• Come to one of our presentations in Parish/Church Halls or via Zoom – the meetings have been set at different 
times of the day and in different venues to accommodate people’s working patterns, availability etc. 

• Details of meetings are available on the Parish Council website (www.eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk), Parish Council 
noticeboards (Gore End Road, North End, East End, Trade Street and Broadlayings) and advertised on our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/eastwoodhaypc.  

 
What should I do next? 

• If you would like to find out more or discuss with us, please come to one of our meetings in East Woodhay 
Village Hall or Woolton Hill Church Hall, or via Zoom (if you choose the Zoom option, you will need to obtain the 
Zoom invitation from the Parish Clerk.) 

• If you would like to provide constructive feedback to us there are three ways you can do this: 
 

(i) There is a Formal Feedback Form on the Parish Council website – wherever possible we would kindly ask 
that this is used. 
 

(ii) Email: clerk@eastwoodhay-pc.gov.uk 
 

(iii) Write to:  East Woodhay Parish Council 
Guilton Ash, 
Tile Barn 
Woolton Hill 
Newbury, 
Hampshire, RG20 9UX. 
 

All responses must include the writer’s name, address and post code. This information is required because we can only 
take into account responses received from residents of the Parish and this information is evidence of residence. It will be 
retained by the Council in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

 
All representations must be received at the above address or by email by 5 p.m. on Monday 9th August 2021.  
 
(Please also note that whilst we are aware and share the concerns of the local community regarding the local recycling 
centre, this is not the forum for that specific issue to be raised.  We would kindly ask that all feedback in this format is 
strictly regarding the Neighbourhood Plan.) 
 
With thanks for your time. 
 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
East Woodhay Parish Council 


